THE LOOKOUT

NEWSLETTER OF THE FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON

COMMANDER'S
REPORT

By: CDR Larry Snyder, AP

Py

Welcome to the “Dog Days” of summer. Our Senior
Navigators will tell you that these days (now July 3 to
August 11) are the 20 days on each side of the
conjunction of Sirius, the brightest star in Canis
Major with the sun. Such a conjunction must really
be hot, our early astronomers reasoned, hence the
“‘Dog Days”. See what you can learn in the
Squadron?

We still have much of the summer before us for
fishing, sailing and cruising. The Beacon Rock
Cruise will have happened at the end of July and
The District 32 Cruise is August 26-28. Our
Squadron is responsible for activities on that
Saturday (August 27) so let us know if you have
ideas or want to help. The District Cruise is a great
one and | encourage everyone to attend, by boat or
by land.

| will be looking for you on the water and look
forward to our fall activities and our participation in
the National Governing Board meeting here in
Portland September 6 through 10. Good sailing!

Cdr. Larry Snyder, AP
503 737-1509
lIs.las@comcast.net

EXECUTIVE
OFFICER'S REPORT

By: LT/C BoB CRAVENS, JN

1

Have you looked closely at the back page of the
Squadron Roster? | am asking each of you to do
just that. What you will see there is the USPS
Triangle. It shows what we are about; a club of
friends, supporting education and providing civic
service .

Two weeks ago | heard about one of our members
who had a problem. It was a problem that we as civic
minded members of a civic service fraternal
organization should be willing to do something about.
| called on several members and non-members to
help form a committee. Our mission; to have a lift
mechanism installed and maintained at one of the
local marinas, thereby giving handicap persons
access the dockway so that they can gain access to
their personal boats.

We have formed a plan of action and have started to
operate on that plan. We are in contact with OMB
and will be contacting Washington Parks and
Recreation, several foundations, medical equipment
suppliers, the Shriners, Easter Seals, Make a Wish,
local engineering and contracting organizations, the
Coast Guard, and anyone else that might be in a
position to lend a hand.

If you have any ideas, know of anyone who can help,
or have information to share, please call me. This is
a GREAT IDEA. We have more than one member
who would benefit from the success of this project.
JOIN US..!!

| am pleased to announce that Fort Vancouver is
currently in 14th place nationally in COOP Charting
and 1st in D32 in Vessel Safety Exam's . These
programs allow us to compete in a fun way with the
other 450+ squadrons across the nation.

Please join in and have some fun with us as we
make a mark for District 32 and Fort Vancouver Salil
& Power Squadron.

Lt/C Bob Cravens, JN
360 694-0434
crave555@aol.com
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By: LT/C STAFFORD CAMPBELL, P LT/C STEVE ZINSMEISTER, SN

The dog days of August are upon us and the cruising !

season is going great. August brings the Dist82t ,,

Rendezvous at St. Helens City Docks, August 26-1ds # $ $ % &
is the biggest cruise of the season for all of il

squadrons. Squadrons take turns pitching in toigeo ()

delicious dinners and breakfasts from Friday todayn It ! *

is fun to meet new peoples and to learn new things + !
regarding boating in the local waters. For newemirers, - / )
or those who have not attended a cruise before,caou /012+ %33 4%5 4 63$4&
boat or drive to St. Helens for any of the planned

activities. Please contact me if you have ideas or

questions. St. Helens is an easy cruise from Vargrou

You might want to cruise up for lunch or dinner athef

the District Rendezvous just to give it a try. Rertdetails

on the D32 Rendezvous will be sent to members miaile

and fax, and a flyer is included in this issue bét

Lookout.

As always, the Fort Vancouver Squadron web site has
information and directions for driving and cruisitm all
cruise locations. Please consult the web site rbefo
leaving for any updated information. The site addris

www.usps.org/localusps/ftvan.

Have a great month on the water! | look forwardeeing
all of you on the river.

Lt/C Stafford Campbell P
360-574-8998
sales@scpackaging.com
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360 546-0145
Lase-spl@msn.com

On Sept 3" the National Bridge and National
Committee Chairs (all members, and all volunteers just
like us) will begin arriving in Portland. They will be
here to commit the business of the USPS as directed
by the bylaws. We here in the Pacific Northwest will
have the opportunity to be part of that process without
having to spend large amounts of money and time to
travel to some remote part of the United States.

| would like to encourage you to make a small effort to
"see how it all works"  while it is here in your own
back yard. Take this opportunity get to know USPS
members from across the U.S.A, Canada and Puerto
Rico.

Wednesday evening (Sept 7™ there is a FREE no
host "meet and greet social" at the Hilton Hotel in
Portland. We will have a bar, popcorn and some easy
listening music. Come and enjoy! The dress is casual.

Thursday evening (Sept 8"™) we are having a
Salmon/Chicken BBQ with entertainment by Sea
Shanty at Oaks Park for $54. The dress is again
casual.

On Friday night (Sept 9") all of the Districts hold
hospitality suites where they entertain each other and
just celebrate the "sameness" of being in USPS.
(FREE again and also casual)

Saturday's General meeting  (Sept 10™) is open to all
members of USPS and is a great way to experience
the entire atmosphere in an easy day.

Saturday night we have a big dinner / dance buffet
with Southwest cuisine, Chinese and Mediterranean
foods, followed by a dessert bar and coffee. This is all
preceded by a no-host cash bar at the Hilton Hotel.
The cost for the dinner / dance is $53 (again casual).
This evening event will close the convention as we
dance the night away.

“Discovery Tours” are planned to the Portland West
Hills, Mt Hood, and the Columbia River Gorge. A Social
Luncheon and Members Luncheon will be held
Saturday afternoon.

Please see the latest copy of the “Ensign” for complete
details. Come, have fun and learn..!
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FORT VANCOUVER SUMMER 2005
ON-THE-WATER AND BEYOND
ACTIVITY SCHEDULE

Aug 13

Aug 19

Aug 26, 27, 28

Sept 9, 10, 11

Sept 23, 24, 25

Oct 21, 22, 23

Nov 24, 25

Dec 31 —Jan 2

Fort Vanc Squadron Picnic
Vancouver Lake

Mystery Fi shing Adventure
Reel People

St Helens Dock & Park
D/32 Rendezvous

Govt Island, East Dock
(Hosted by PSPS)

Govt Island, E ast Dock

Hadleys Landi ng
Halloween Cruise

Govt Island, East Dock
Thanksgiving Cruise

Coon Island, We st Dock
Polar Bear Cruise (PSPS)

REMEMBER

All USPS members are invited to any on-the-water and
beyond event sponcered by any USPS squadron or
auxiluary group, including the Reel People & Fort Vancouver
Sails. Check the Fort Vancouver website often for additional
information on activities.
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The first quarter of Coop Charting Year 2005 has
concluded and the Ft. Vancouver Sail and Power
Squadron is in 15™ place nationally with 1,135 credits
accrued. Leading the way is Lake Charles Squadron
down Louisiana way in District 21 with 17, 260 credits.
Lakes Charles is a very active Squadron with the
Cooperative Charting Program and they presently have
40 people with individual credits. Ft. Vancouver
presently has 8 people listed with credits including: Bob
Cravens (668), Phyllis Sines (157), Larry Snyder (147),
and the rest of us Paula Zellers, Nancy and Ed
Bettencourt, Leslie and Ron Holeman. Ft. Vancouver
does lead the other Squadrons in District 32.
Individually Shamus O’Flaherty, St. Helens Sail and
Power Squadron member, is listed in 15" place
nationally with 761 credits. Not far behind is Bob
Cravens in 18" place.

With a little field work it would be very possible for the
Squadron to move up in the national standings. There
are three Squadrons grouped around the 1,500 mark
and three more around 2,100. Let's see if we can
move up in the listings by doing some more field work.
We do have a cruise to Beacon Rock coming up at the
end of the month and our Squadron has “adopted”
Chart 18531 covering the Columbia River for
Vancouver to Bonneville Dam (adopted means our
Squadron has responsibility to keep NGS/NOAA
informed of any nautical update information). We could
do some nautical chart work while doing the cruise.
Don't forget the Small Marine Facilities (public facilities
only). Have they had any changes to their facility? If
so it can be reported. Let me know if you need report
forms, assistance, guidance, etc.

Ron Holeman
rhh4wind@comcast.net
holeman2@comcast.net
360-750-5766




VHF Marine Radio Procedures

Most of us out boating have a marine radio... the rest of
you should. Most of us out boating have a marine radio,
therefore, the better to hear you my dear. We all monitor
the same channel, 16, which is used for hailing and distress
ONLY! Being on the river quite a bit, | have heard most
every possible misuse of the VHF radio you can imagine.
Today's column should help you sound like a pro on the air.

Imagine you want to call your boating buddy. Your best bet
is to use your cell phone. You know the number, its private,
and here in the PDX area, most likely you and he have
coverage. So why clutter up the VHF? But, if you have an
emergency, this is where the VHF shines. Using the VHF
radio, you are broadcasting to every boater within range
(those with a marine radio), as well as the Coast Guard,
Marine Sheriff, and Sea Tow (who, by the way, responds
to every emergency call possible).

How does one make that call? Glad you asked! When you
turn your radio on it should be already tuned to Channel 16.
Double check it anyway. Be sure your squelch is turned
just above the static floor. Turn the squelch knob all the
way counterclockwise and you should hear static. Adjust
the volume to a comfortable level. Then turn the squelch up
just until the static stops. Now you are properly adjusted.
Listen for any radio traffic so you do not interfere with
another radio call. When there is no traffic, press down
your mic. key and begin speaking in a clear voice with the
mic. about 4 inches from your mouth. To call another
station, simply say the name of the boat you are calling
three times; “Another Dance, Another Dance, Another
Dance, this is Knothead on channel one six, over.”
Remember to release the mike switch between
transmissions. If you do not get an immediate response,
wait at least a minute before calling again. You may do this
three times. If there is still no response STOP. The station
you are calling is most likely not in range, or they have their
radio turned off. If the party you are calling responds, it
should sound like this; “Knothead, this is Another Dance,
please switch to Channel 68.” You would respond with
“Roger, Another Dance, will switch to Channel 68.” After
this acknowledgement, you both switch to Channel 68 and
have a brief conversation . End by saying “out” and go
back to Channel 16 to monitor again.

You may also use Channel’'s 69, 71 and 72 for recreational
boater communication, but ALWAYS begin by hailing on

(continued)

Channel 16. Other channels are reserved for specific
purposes so do not use any other channel for chatting as
you could be interfering with commercial ship traffic, the
Coast Guard, or the Merchants’ Exchange who purpose is to
coordinate the river pilots.

An emergency call is as such... AN EMERGENCY. Be sure
to have all your information handy before you call. You
should know;

Your boat’s name

Your location (or last known location)

The description of your vessel (length, color, type)
The number of persons on board (note any injuries)
A description of the problem you are having

You are running late and can’t reach the wife to tell her is
NOT considered an emergency. A serious injury, a person
lost overboard, taking on water, running aground, etc., these
are emergencies. By the way, you will be asked if you do, so,
make sure that you and every person on board has a
lifejacket (PFD) on .

With the controls on your radio set to channel 16, press the
mic. key to transmit and speak clearly. Example; “Mayday,
Mayday, Mayday, this is the motor vessel Knothead. We are
taking on water. Our location is at the west end of
Government Island, mid channel. We are a 24 foot flybridge
cruiser, blue & white, with 4 persons on board. No injuries”

This gets the most important information out quickly, the
Who, What and Where of the situation. The Coast Guard
will respond to your call and get further information. During
this time, any boaters near you, who also monitored Channel
16, can begin heading your way to help out.

A Mayday call is only to be used in a life and death situation.
If you have only run out of fuel and you are in no real danger,
a call to Sea Tow is your best bet.

The marine VHF radio is not a toy and must be kept out of
the reach of children not educated in its proper use. You
may be charged if a child playing with your radio interferes
with a distress call. The maximum fine for misuse of the
VHF is $10,000.

Channel assignments
16 - Hailing & Distress Only
13 - Ship to Ship & Portland Area Bridges & Locks
22 - Coast Guard
68,69,71,72 - Recreational Traffic Communication

A complete list of VHF channels and their uses is available;
http://www.navcen.uscg.gov/marcomms/vhf.htm

Happy and Safe Boating,

Capt. Ron Micjan
USCG Vessel Master
ron@tmishop.com
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SQUADRON OFFICERS

COMMANDER: Larry Snyder, AP 503 737-1509
EXECUTIVE OFFICER: BOD Cravens, JN. ..o 360 694-0434
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER: Stafford Campbell, P. ..., 360 574-8998
EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Steve Zinsmeister, SN 503 286-5859
ASST EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Bob Pelayo, AP 360 750-6779
SECRETARY: BJ Pelayo, S 360 750-6779
TREASURER: Paula Zellers, AP 360-571-8120

PusLIC BOATING CHAIR: Kathy Kolstad, AP 360 837-3702
MEMBER INVOLVEMENT CHAIR: Cristi Wilkins, S 503 977-6192
PORT CAPTAIN: Capt Bob Baldwin, P 503 286-3446
LookouT EDITOR: Kathy Kolstad, AP 360 837-3702
WEBMASTER: Ed BEHENCOUI, S. ..ot e e 360 896-5261
CALLING COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN: Mark Blessley, S...............coiiiiiiiien....360 576-8111
LADY SKIPPER: BJ Pelay0, S. ...ooueeiiii ittt e e e e e eennees 360 750-6779
SEA ScouT COMMITTEE CHAIR: Bruce Stoker, S..............ccoieveiiiiiiiie e e 01,360 571-06 20

SQUADRON MEETINGS
Squadron Meetings are on the THIRD WEDNESDAY of each month (except June, July & August).

TIME: 1830. Location listed below under “Coming Events.”

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETINGS

Executive Meetings are on the FOURTH WEDNESDAY of each month at 1900. Location listed below
under “Coming Events”.

LADY SKIPPERS MEETINGS

Lady Skippers Meetings held on the SECOND THURSDAY of each month with no meetings in July,
August & September

COMING EVENTS

AUG 6 “FORT VANCOUVER SAILS” BREAKFAST — Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver

AUG 12 “REEL PEOPLE" FISHIN' BREAKFAST - Billygans Roadhouse, Vancouver

AUG 13 FORT VANCOUVER SQUADRON LANDLUBBERS PICNIC — Vancouver Lake
AUG 19

AUG 20 “FORT VANCOUVER SAILS” SMALL BOAT SAILING ADVENTURE — Hayden Bay
AUG 24 FORT VANCOUVER BRIDGE MEETING - Bill & Alice Hall's House, Vancouver
AUG 26 “REEL PEOPLE” FISHIN' BREAKFAST - Billygans Roadhouse, Vancouver

AUG 26-28 D/32 RENDEZVOUS - St Helens City Docks & Park

“Articles, opinions and advertisements do not necessary reflect USPS policy or endorsement unless so designated.”
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