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EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER’S REPORT 
BY: LT/C BOB CRAVENS, JN 

The past month has been an extraordinary one for 
Fort Vancouver. Led by our Executive Officer, Bob 
Cravens, District 32 (with massive support from Ft. 
Vancouver) hosted the 2005 Fall Governing Board 
meeting here in Portland. By all accounts, this was 
one of the best GB meetings ever. Your Commander 
(me, and Commander’s Support Director, Lee Ann) 
were privileged to participate in the National Cruise 
in the San Juan’s. Ft Vancouver was also 
represented by P/C Kathy Kolstad and Jon Kolstad, 
P/D/C Al Sundberg and wife Ann, and new member 
of FVSPS, Karen Anderson. We had a great time 
and heard glowing reports about our achievements 
as host of the National Governing Board meeting. 
 

We are going into the educational season full bore 
with lots of advanced grade and elective courses 
planned. I encourage all new members to get the 
Seamanship course finished as soon as possible 
and to sign up for piloting class in the spring.  
 

We are fortunate to have attracted a number of new 
members in the past three months. Please help us 
welcome the and encourage them to get involved in 
the many options offered within our squadron, 
including Reel People, Ft. Vancouver Sails, the soon 
to be named Trailer Boating group, and/or Lady 
Skippers. As a squadron, we have lots of 
opportunities to address everyone’s interest.  
 

We are one of the largest and most active squadrons 
in all of USPS. Be proud of who we are; fly the 
burgee and ask what you can do for the Squadron. 
As our Executive Officer is fond of saying, “let’s go to 
class” and “let’s have fun”. 
 

Cdr. Larry Snyder, AP 
503 737-1509 
lls.las@comcast.net 
 

�
  

 

The past two months we have emphasized the Civic 
Service"  side of our organizational Triangle. This 
month we move to the "Fraternal Boating Club" 
side as we prepare for the District 32 Conference on 
Fri, Oct 7 and Sat, Oct 8. USPS National Executive 
Officer Ernie Marshburn, SN will attend this 
conference as Chief Commanders Representative.   
 

The District Conference is a wonderful opportunity to 
meet and talk openly with the leadership of USPS. 
There will be a No-Host Dinner and Hospitality Suite 
on Friday night to welcome the Vice Commander. 
The District 32 business meeting will be conducted 
on Saturday, and you are all encouraged to attend. 
This is the time when what has been, and what will 
be, going on within the organization is discussed and 
decided.  An Awards Banquet will be held on 
Saturday night.  During this event, awards are 
presented to the squadrons within our district for 
their past year achievements in Education, Co-Op 
Charting, the Vessel Safety Exam program, etc.  
Please plan to attend and support your squadron 
and the many people who have contributed to its 
success… LET'S GO AND HAVE FUN…!! 
 

During the winter months, we will be spending time 
on the third side of our Organizational Triangle, the 
"Self Education"  side.  Our Squadron Education 
Officer, Steve Zinsmeister, and Assistant Education 
Officers Bob Pelayo and Al Griggs have developed 
and implemented a full range of advanced and 
elective classes for the fall and winter months.  The 
National average of persons having taken the 
Seamanship course is 62%. As a squadron, we have 
set our goals to exceed that number.  I hope to see 
many of you taking advantage of our great Education 
Departments offerings.  As members of USPS, we 
are committed to safety and awareness through 
education, and we do a great job.  Several years ago 
our Squadron won four of five District Awards for 
being involved in education classes and we can do 
that again.   LET'S GO TO CLASS..!! 
 

Lt/C Bob Cravens, JN 
360 694-0434 
crave555@aol.com 
 
 

 

COMMANDER’S 
REPORT 
By: CDR Larry Snyder, AP 



 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
OFFICER’S REPORT     
BY: LT/C STAFFORD CAMPBELL, P                                                        

 

EDUCATIONAL 
OFFICER’S REPORT   
LT/C STEVE ZINSMEISTER, SN 
                                                               

 

 

October is a great cruising month.  The fall colors, 
warm days and cool nights, bring us that great fall 
atmosphere.  Of course it also means the Halloween 
Cruise is upon us.  The cruise will be October 21st, 
22nd and 23rd at Hadley’s Landing on the Multnomah 
Channel. This great annual event has become a 
favorite of the Fort Vancouver cruising fleet, and is a 
fun cruise for the entire family. Hadley’s Landing is 
also an easy spot to get to by boat or by car.  
Directions are on the web site (provided below) for 
both driving and cruising. 
 

Also this month we have a great regular monthly 
meeting and potluck scheduled for October 19th, 6:30 
PM at the Clark County PUD Community Room, 
1200 Ft Vancouver Way in Vancouver.  Our speaker 
will be Sharon Adams.  Sharon was the first woman 
to sail solo across the Pacific.  You certainly don’t 
want to miss this.  As for the potluck bring whatever 
you want to share.  I am sure we will have great food 
as always  
 

Thanks to Ed Bettencourt, the Ft. Vancouver Power 
Squadron web site has information and directions for 
driving and cruising to all cruise and meeting 
locations.  Please consult the web site before leaving 
for any new information.  The site address is: 
 

www.usps.org/localusps/ftvan/CruiseSched..htm. 
 

Have a great month on the water!   
. 

Please contact me if you have ideas or questions.  I 
look forward to seeing all of you on the river. 
 

Lt/C Stafford Campbell P 
360-574-8998 
sales@scpackaging.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                       
 

 

 

Fall and winter classes are underway, or are set to 
begin soon. Thanks to Squadron Webmaster, Ed 
Bettencourt, updates with complete information are 
always available on the Fort Vancouver website. If 
you do not have access to the web and are 
interested in taking any of our advanced or elective 
courses, please give me a call. 
 

Lt/C Steve Zinsmeister, SN 
503 286-5859 
cafzins@comcast.net 
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USPS Graded Courses 

 

1. Seamanship 
2. Piloting 
3. Advanced Piloting 
4. Junior Navigation 
5. Navigation 

 
 
 

USPS Elective Courses 
 

·  Cruise Planning 
·  Engine Maintenance 
·  Marine Electronics 
·  Operations Training 
·  Weather 
·  Instructor Qualification 
·  Sail 
·  Cruise Planning 
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360 546-0145 
lase-sp1@msn.com 
 
 

 
FORT VANCOUVER FALL 2005  

ON-THE-WATER 
ACTIVITY SCHEDULE 

 
 
     Oct 21, 22, 23                   Hadleys Landi ng 
                                               Halloween Cruise 
 
     Nov 24, 25                        Govt Island,  East Dock 
                                               Thanksgiving Cruise 
 
     Dec 31 – Jan 2                 Coon Island, We st Dock 
                                               Pola r Bear Cruise (PSPS) 
           

REMEMBER 
 

All USPS members are invited to any on-the-water and 
beyond event sponcered by any USPS squadron or 
auxiluary group, including the Reel People, Fort Vancouver 
Sails, and the newest group within FVSPS, the trailering 
group. Check the Fort Vancouver website often for additional 
information on activities. 
 
����

�
 
 
                                         
  
  
                                                                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

���������"��� �
�����������
���

��
��9�
�����
3���	�� 	
3����� �

 
 

Fly Your Squadron Burgee! 
 

           FVPS Caps……………………...  $11.00 
           FVPS Burgee…………………..   $19.50 
           Magnetic Burgee………………   $  5.00 
           D-32 Patch……………………..   $  2.50 
           Uniforms & Accessories………   (Call) 
 

For These & Other Items, Call 
P/C Bill Hall, AP @ 360 574-2647 
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Supply Officer, Bill Hall 

7905 NW 9th Ave  Vancouver 
360 574-2647 

Squadron Potluck/Meeting 
Wednesday, Oct 19 

6:30 PM 
 

Clark County PUD Community Center 
 

Guest Speaker 
Sharon Adams 

The first woman to sail  the trans-Pacific 

SOLO! 
bring a potluck dish to share 



 

Katrina One Month Later 
Update Provided By: Deborah Horan 

 

 
 

Some of you might not know that Lyman Louis, (Fort 
Vancouver member and co-owner of the local Sea 
Tow franchise), has been in Mississippi for almost a 
month and will be there until Christmas along with a 
crew of four - the Pacific Northwest Team. The picture 
you see is of Lyman just outside Gulfport. Conditions 
are horrible - hot weather, humidity, snakes, fire ants, 
biting flies, mosquitoes, and they've even encountered 
alligators!  Deborah asks that we send Lyman our 
good thoughts and notes that if you want to drop him 
a line of encouragement; he can be reached via e-
mail at lyman@seatowpdx.com. 
 

Capt. Keith Cummings, president of Sea Tow and on-
scene coordinator for the company’s post-Katrina 
vessel recovery efforts reports “cautious optimism” 
“The piles of debris that were well over ten feet high 
two weeks ago are now much more manageable.”  
 

“What’s even more compelling to see, as we work in 
these areas on a daily basis, is how many American 
flags have been raised by individual homeowners at 
the sites where their homes once stood. Worshipers 
have resumed Sunday service amidst the rubble 
where their churches once stood. Homeowners are 
posting signs that promise of their return. Evacuees 
from Katrina, and now Rita, remain so appreciative for 
having survived, and many have been able – 
somehow – to maintain their sense of humor (i.e.: one 
home in Slidell, La, posted a sign in the center of the 
rubble that says “yard sale”). The shock and sorrow of 
the first few weeks is, slowly, giving way to resilience 
and affirmation. It’s remarkable.” 
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Operations Training 
 

PRESENTING THE USPS 
SQUADRON, DISTRICT & NATIONAL 
PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE 

 

Saturday October 22 nd  
Location: The Olsen's Home 

9201 NW Starkrest Ave – Vancouver 
 

One Day Only – 0900 to 1400 
 

The Only USPS Class With 

NO FINAL EXAM 
 

 This is an Elective Course with credit given 
toward member’s full certificate. 

 
To Register, Contact: 

Al Sundberg 574-0985 or Ed Tustin 687-7307 
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SQUADRON OFFICERS 

 

COMMANDER: Larry Snyder, AP...............................................................................503 737-1509 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER: Bob Cravens, JN. ...................................................................360 694-0434 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER: Stafford Campbell, P. .....................................................360 574-8998 
EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Steve Zinsmeister, SN .......................................................503 286-5859 
ASST EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Bob Pelayo, AP .........................................................360 750-6779 
SECRETARY: BJ Pelayo, S………………………………………………………………..360 750-6779 
TREASURER: Paula Zellers, AP............................................................................... 360-571-8120 
 

PUBLIC BOATING CHAIR: Kathy Kolstad, AP……………………………..……………...360 837-3702 
MEMBER INVOLVEMENT CHAIR: ................................................................................. Position Open 
PORT CAPTAIN: Capt Bob Baldwin, P.......................................................................503 286-3446 
LOOKOUT EDITOR: Kathy Kolstad, AP ......................................................................360 837-3702 
WEBMASTER: Ed Bettencourt, P. .............................................................................360 896-5261 
CALLING COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN: Mark Blessley, S……………………………………..360 576-8111 
LADY SKIPPER: BJ Pelayo, S. ..................................................................................360 750-6779 
SEA SCOUT COMMITTEE CHAIR: Bruce Stoker, S……………….………………………360 571-0620 
 
 

SQUADRON MEETINGS 
 

Squadron Meetings are on the THIRD WEDNESDAY of each month (except June, July & August). 
TIME: 1830.  Location listed below under “Coming Events.” 
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETINGS 
 

Executive Meetings are on the FOURTH WEDNESDAY of each month at 1900.  Location listed below 
under “Coming Events”. 

 
LADY SKIPPERS MEETINGS  

 

Lady Skippers Meetings held on the SECOND THURSDAY of each month with no meetings in July, 
August, September & January. 

   

COMING EVENTS   
 

OCT 1            FORT VANCOUVER SAILS BREAKFAST – Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
OCT 7             REEL PEOPLE FISHIN’ BREAKFAST – Red Lion Quay, Vancouver 
OCT7-8           D/32 FALL COUNCIL/CONFERENCE – Sweetbriers Inn, Tualatin OR 
OCT 8             FORT VANCOUVER TRAILERING GROUP - Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
OCT 13           LADY SKIPPERS – Red Lion Quay (unconfirmed), Vancouver 
OCT 15           FORT VANCOUVER SAILS BREAKFAST – Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
OCT 19           SQUADRON MEETING/POTLUCK – Clark County PUD Community Room, Vancouver 

OCT 21-23      SQUADRON �	���������������	���������������	���������������	��������������� - Hadley’s Landing, Multnomah Channel 
OCT 21           REEL PEOPLE  FISHIN’ BREAKFAST – Red Lion Quay, Vancouver 
OCT 22 FORT VANCOUVER TRAILERING GROUP - Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
OCT 29           FORT VANCOUVER SAILS BREAKFAST – Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
                 

 “Articles, opinions and advertisements do not necessary reflect USPS policy or endorsement unless so designated.”    
  

FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
A UNIT OF THE UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS – DISTRICT 32 



 

FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
DISTRICT 32 – UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS 
 

EDITOR:  P/C KATHY KOLSTAD, AP 
221 KELLETT ROAD 
WASHOUGAL, WA 98671 
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THE LOOKOUT 
OCT       NEWSLETTER OF THE FORT V ANCOUVER SAIL &  POWER SQUADRON 2005 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                    
             
 
 
  VISIT THE FORT VANCOUVER POWER SQUADRON WEB PAGE 
                 WWW.USPS.ORG/LOCALUSPS/F 
 
VISIT THE FORT VANCOUVER SAIL &  POWER SQUADRON WEB PAGE 
                 WWW.USPS.ORG/LOCALUSPS/FTVAN/ 
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