THE LOOKOUT

NEWSLETTER OF THE FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON

COMMANDER'S
REPORT

By: CDR Larry Snyder, AP

Py

A friend from my days of sailing the Chesapeake Bay sent
me a boating publication from that area called “Mariner”. A
regular columnist, Captain Drew Brown, had titled his
column “Power Squadron convention like spring break in
Cancun”. Seems Cap'n Drew was invited to the last
Spring Governing Board meeting in Charlotte, NC to do a
little boating related stand up comedy. He had a great
time. He reported telling the convention that he believes
the Squadron and the Coast Guard Auxiliary should be
empowered to deny people the right to become boaters if
our instructors feel they cannot learn basic safe boating,
and if we believe they will become boaters “who do stupid
things like leave baitfish in the boat club refrigerator, use
roadmaps for charts, pump their holding tanks into the
waterways, or feed the geese on the dock”. I'm not sure
we want to go that far, but it is heartening to see more and
more states expecting at least minimal safety education.
Cap’n Drew goes on to say,”Anyone who is looking to
enhance their boating experience should consider joining
the Power Squadron. You make some good friends, do
some good by educating the boating community, and
every once in a while you get to party like there is no
tomorrow!” Let’s all try to get out to the upcoming GB Fall
meeting here in Portland (September 7-10), and let’'s keep
up the good work and spread the word about education to
all our friends in the boating community.

Cdr. Larry Snyder, AP

503 737-1509
lls.las@comcast.net
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EXECUTIVE
OFFICER'S REPORT

By: LT/C BoB CRAVENS, JN
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Boy, has your squadron been busy out there in the
Community!  As one of the legs of our Triangle is Civic
Service, we have been out among the public doing good
deeds. The newly formed "Bobby's Posse" has helped
the Marine Deputy Jim Drew by checking out our favorite
Robot Boat "BOBBY" and getting him and his trailer ready
for lots of work. Bobby has made two appearances this
month; one in Washougal and the other in Battle Ground
for the Children's Home Society. That group helps
families in distress and provides services and information
to help many families and mainly children. At these two
events the children flocked around Bobby and made us
feel very privileged to be able to exhibit the Robot and to
entertain them for the afternoon. The Posse consists of
new members; Tom Toussaint, Allen Lewey, Steve Ebert,
Marty Nyemaster-Schelb along with several long time
members.

The Squadron has also been busy with COOP Charting
and Vessel Safety Exams; we are doing very well in
District 32 and are near the top in each category.

We really should have the complete squadron displaying a
current Coast Guard Vessel Safety Decal . Please make
an appointment to have your boat examined now, call our
Chairman Gary Hardiman and he will assign one of our 13
examiners to help you get your boat certified. Have you
had a vessel safety exam and new sticker this year?  ?

The Co-operative Charting activity now has 11 involved
and they have racked up over 1000 credits this year so
far. Chairman Ron Holeman would like to hear from you if
you would like to join this group and find the elusive
"Station Mark" and report a "Mark" that has not been
located since 1951. There are lots of marks that have
been reported "not found" that really are still there, they
were just not able to be located by the searcher. Joseph
Hirtler has been researching a program called "Depth Wiz"
which was written by USPS members in to make depth
surveys much easier. Joseph has offered to be our expert
and guide us to learning this new technique in making
surveys. We can then earn credits for resurveying areas
like the Beacon Rock dock area, the Sea Scout base and
others. This data would be sent to NOAA to update our
"Adopted Chart", # 18531 (the Columbia River from the I-5
Bridge east to Bonneville Dam). We have not made any
changes to this chart for this year so this would help us to
be able to help everyone who uses this chart.

Continued on Page 3




ADMINISTRATIVE
OFFICER'S REPORT

By: LT/C STAFFORD CAMPBELL, P

1

Fall is in the air as summer has sped by. It has been a
great cruising season so far and there is plenty of good
boating to come. This month we have two events to make
note of: We resume monthly meeting with the Quad
Squad meeting at the Portland Yacht Club on Thursday,
September 22, at 6PM. This is a potluck for side dishes
only. The yacht club provides outdoor grills for cooking
whatever you want to bring to cook for your main course.
This is a very nice facility and it is fun to meet and eat with
the other local squadrons. Details on the speaker will be
sent out in the next week or so.

The second event this month is the Ft. Vancouver
squadron cruise to Government Island East Dock
September 23, 24 25. This dock is always a favorite of
ours, due to it’s’ location and the great turnout we always
have. Take advantage of the warm days and cool night to
enjoy this fun cruise. Further details will be sent to
members via email and fax.

As always, the Ft. Vancouver Power Squadron web site
has info and directions for driving and cruising to all cruise
locations. Please consult the web site before leaving for
any new info. The site address is:
www.usps.org/localusps/ftvan/index.htm

Please contact me if you have ideas or questions. | look
forward to seeing all of you out on the river.

Have a great month on the water!

Lt/C Stafford Campbell P
360-574-8998
sales@scpackaging.com

Fly Your Squadron Burgee!

FVPS Caps

FVPS Burgee

Magnetic Burgee

D-32 Patch

Uniforms & Accessories

For These & Other Items, Call
P/C Bill Hall, AP @ 360 574-2647

EDUCATIONAL
OFFICER’'S REPORT

LT/C STEVE ZINSMEISTER, SN

1

Ft Vancouver's education program is coming along
very well. Follow are the most recent graduates.

Piloting: Phil & Sue Owen, Tim Calderwook,
Gosh Green, Tom Westfall, Cristi Wilkins, Ken
Worster, Joe Zutz, Cindy Silva, Ed & Nancy
Bettencourt, Gary & Terry Billett, Bill Bland, Marv
Rainey, Shawna Schroder, Dan Sorenson, Mike
Shank, and Norm Wood.

Advanced Piloting: Keith Mathison, Skip
Nitchie, Fred Pickering, Fred Shreves, Larry
Snyder, and Bob Baldwin. | am waiting on three
others who have tests pending.

Junior Navigation: Al Griggs.

We all need to applaud these students, and their
instructors. Each of them dedicated time and effort to their
success.

Education courses to begin: Seamanship will begin at
7PM on Monday Sept 12" at the International Air
Academy, 2901 E. Mill Plain Blvd. The course runs about
10 weeks and is a continuation and expansion of Boat
Smart. If you haven't already, call me to let me know if
you plan to attend.

Those who missed Piloting will be able to take this newly
revised, electronically oriented, course  starting
Thursday, October 6. We will meet in the Int. Air
Academy at 7PM. Please call me soon so | know how
many will be in the class.

Weather will start Tuesdays, October 4 at Fire District 6,
8800 Hazel Dell Ave. This popular course covers
essential information for every boater.

Engine Maintenance is set to start late October or early
November. Marine Electronics and Sail will start in
November. Cruise Planning will be offered early next
year. Instructor Development is usually given in
December and Operations Training is scheduled for
Saturday, October 22" Advanced Piloting will begin in
mid January, 2006 and | plan to begin Navigation in May
2006 if there is interest.

Please plan courses you want to take as soon as
possible and let me know. A brief description of all
courses is provided on the web page. If you have any
questions about the courses give me a call (503)
286=5859. Look at our web site for details. | am hoping
we continue to have success in our education programs
but only the members can make it happen.

Lt/C Steve Zinsmeister, SN
503 286-5859
cafzins@comcast.net




Continued...
Executive Officers Report

The Public Relations Committee has been busy also.
They are planning a campaign to "Put the face of the
Squadron in the Public's Eye." They are completing a
plan that will allow us to be more visible with the smallest
possible expenditure. The National and Districts oversee
a program that allows reimbursement to the local
squadrons for expenditures that promote that Squadron's
Public Relations. Our PR Committee is working to make
the maximum use of that yearly expenditure of monies
with a comprehensive plan. This plan will include
involving us in community actions like the Hazeldell
Parade and Bobby the Boat; giving classes at Clark
College which allows us to be listed in their catalog with a
distribution of thousands of households, listing of our
squadron in the city directory of Clubs and Organizations,
and working with the Clark County Sheriff to use their
trailer at Boat ramps for Vessel Safety Exams and the
Boat shows like the Boater's World Extravaganza next
month at Jantzen Beach. Our current allotment from the
District for this year is for $428 to be spent by us and they
will give back $214 to us. We would like to use this year's
allotment to buy banners, magnetic signs for our
increased number of VSE's, and brochure's to hand out to
prospective new members. We then would like to use next
year's allotment to expand these efforts and to perhaps
buy advertisements in some of the local papers.

Boaters World with the Portland Boat Dealers Association
is putting on a giant Boat Show at Jantzen Beach on
September 9-11. If you can help with the Sheriff's Safety
trailer and Bobby at this event call Chairperson Ed
Bettencourt he is arranging for the staffing. LET'S GO
HAVE SOME FUN !!

Lt/C Bob Cravens, JN
360 694-0434
craveb55@aol.com

Fall “Boat Smart” Safety Courses
Are Scheduled To Begin

Check the FVSPS Website
Or call Kathy Kolstad for Details
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360 546-0145
Lase-spl@msn.com

FORT VANCOUVER SUMMER 2005
ON-THE-WATER AND BEYOND
ACTIVITY SCHEDULE

Aug 26, 27, 28 St Helens Dock & Park
D/32 Rendezvous

Sept 9, 10, 11 Govt Island, East Dock
(Hosted by PSPS)

Sept 23, 24, 25 Govt Island, E ast Dock

Oct 21, 22, 23 Hadleys Landi ng
Halloween Cruise

Nov 24, 25 Govt Island, East Dock
Thanksgiving Cruise

Dec 31 —-Jan 2 Coon Island, We st Dock
Polar Bear Cruise (PSPS)

REMEMBER

All USPS members are invited to any on-the-water and
beyond event sponcered by any USPS squadron or
auxiluary group, including the Reel People, Fort Vancouver
Sails, and the newest group within FVSPS, the trailering
group. Check the Fort Vancouver website often for additional
information on activities.
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Supply Officer, Bill Hall
7905 NW 9" Ave Vancouver
360 574-2647
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FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON
A UNIT OF THE UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS - DISTRICT 32

SQUADRON OFFICERS

COMMANDER: Larry Snyder, AP 503 737-1509
EXECUTIVE OFFICER: BOD Cravens, JN. . ..o 360 694-0434
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER: Stafford Campbell, P. ..., 360 574-8998
EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Steve Zinsmeister, SN 503 286-5859
ASST EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Bob Pelayo, AP 360 750-6779
SECRETARY: BJ Pelayo, S 360 750-6779
TREASURER: Paula Zellers, AP 360-571-8120

PusLIC BOATING CHAIR: Kathy Kolstad, AP 360 837-3702
MEMBER INVOLVEMENT CHAIR: Cristi Wilkins, P 503 977-6192
PORT CAPTAIN: Capt Bob Baldwin, P 503 286-3446
LookouT EDITOR: Kathy Kolstad, AP 360 837-3702
WEBMASTER: Ed BEHENCOUIT, P. oot e s 360 896-5261
CALLING COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN: Mark Blessley, S..............ccoiieiiiiiieen....360 576-8111
LADY SKIPPER: BJ Pelay0, S. ...ooeeeiiii ittt e e e e e e eennees 360 750-6779
SEA ScouT COMMITTEE CHAIR: Bruce Stoker, S.............cccoieveiiiiiiiice e 01,360 571-0620

SQUADRON MEETINGS

Squadron Meetings are on the THIRD WEDNESDAY of each month (except June, July & August).
TIME: 1830. Location listed below under “Coming Events.”

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETINGS

Executive Meetings are on the FOURTH WEDNESDAY of each month at 1900. Location listed below
under “Coming Events”.

LADY SKIPPERS MEETINGS

Lady Skippers Meetings held on the SECOND THURSDAY of each month with no meetings in July,
August, September & January.

COMING EVENTS

SEPT 3 FORT VANCOUVER SAILS BREAKFAST — Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver
SEPT 9 REEL PEOPLE FISHIN' BREAKFAST - Billygans Roadhouse, Vancouver
SEPT 12-16 FORT VANCOUVER COFFEE STOP FUND RAISER — Gee Creek, I-5
SEPT 17 FORT VANCOUVER SAILS BREAKFAST — Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver
SEPT 22 (QUAD) SQUADRON MEETING/POTLUCK - Portland Yacht Club, Portland
SEPT 23 REEL PEOPLE FISHIN' BREAKFAST - Billygans Roadhouse, Vancouver
SEPT 23-25 FORT VANCOUVER CRUISE — Government Island, East Dock

SEPT 24 FORT VANCOUVER TRAILERING GROUP - Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver
SEPT 28 FORT VANCOUVER BRIDGE MEETING - Bill & Alice Hall's House, Vancouver
OCT1 FORT VANCOUVER SAILS BREAKFAST — Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver
OCT 7 REEL PEOPLE FISHIN' BREAKFAST - Billygans Roadhouse, Vancouver
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